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When you think of worshipping 
God, where does your brain go? 
Are you in a steepled building with 
a wooden cross on the wall? Are 
you breaking bread and sipping 
from a chalice of wine? Singing 
songs of praise? Or are you on the 
street, witnessing to 
people? Or, possibly, 
are you eating ice 
cream at home with 
your spouse? What 
form can worshipping 
God take? 

At Homestead 
Mennonite Church, we 
emphasize the idea that 
worshipping God is a 
service of honor. A 
common prayer of mine 
is, “Lord, may all that 
we do be for you.” To 


is to bring him glory. 

To bring him glory by 

serving him is to worship him. We 
sing songs to bring God glory. We 
read scripture to bring God glory. 
We put money in the offering 
plate—not because God is in the 
dire straits of poverty and needs a 
little charity, but because God has 
called us to trust him with every- 
thing we have. That includes 
money. By giving it back to him, 
we are choosing to obey, serve, 
glorify, and worship. In everything 
we do in our service, we try to 
worship God, 

I believe this extends into every- 
day things. God does not want just 
our Sunday devotional. He paid for 
our whole lives. He should get our 
whole lives. 

If to worship God means to 
honor him, serve him, and bring 
him glory, then it’s easy to worship 
God all throughout the day. We just 
need the proper mindset. For 
example, let’s look at food. When 
we eat, we could eat just to eat. We 
need sustenance to live. We could 
eat simply to satisfy our own glut- 
tony, but that would be dishonoring 
God by hurting ourselves with 
food. 

Or, we could eat because doing 
so honors God. He designed us to 
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eat, after all. We could enjoy suste- 
nance in moderation, knowing that, 
by eating, we are refueling our 
bodies, caring for the temple of 
God by keeping it alive. We can 
thank God for taste and texture, 
praising him for his creativity. We 
can share meals with 
other people, a small 
instance of commun- 
ion, if we also take the 
time to remember how 
Jesus sacrificed himself 
for us. Spouses sharing 
ice cream doesn’t have 
to be just romance. It 
can be worship if they 
remember that God 
wants us to love one 
another, spend time 
with one another, and 
build relationships with 
one another—through 
him, not in his absence. 
The paradigm doesn’t 
just encompass food. If we’re 
working to honor God by honoring 
each other, we are worshipping 
him. Walking down the street and 
passing people, we can smile at 
them, pray for them. Someone 
tripped and dropped their gro- 
ceries? We can serve God by serv- 
ing them, picking up their cans, 
being a good neighbor and witness 
to God’s care. Are we in an online 
chat forum? Someone just trolled 
or roasted, raised our dander, 
called us stupid? We can think 
before we type. Would that biting 
response really bring God glory? 
Maybe saying something else 
would be better. Maybe saying 
nothing at all would honor God 
more than any words would. 

I once had someone contend that 
there are some things so mundane 
that we can’t really do them as 
worship. When I asked for an 
example, they offered sleep. When 
sleeping, unconscious, we can’t be 
worshipping God. 

In a way, I agree. In itself, there’s 
not much control over ourselves 
and our ability to glorify God 
while sleeping. Nevertheless, I can 
still see sleeping as an act of wor- 
ship. It’s in the mindset, remember. 


Sleep is important. It keeps us 
aware, energized, rested. It helps 
de-stress us and gives us time to 
process the things that happened 
the day before. Some of us choose 
to be sleep-deprived, which can 
cause sickness and harm the mind, 
make us function at less than our 
best. That happens to me more 
often than not. 

But when I choose to sleep, it 
doesn’t have to be just so I can rest 
or process events or stave off ill- 
ness. It can also be because I know 
that God didn’t design us to stay 
up twenty-four hours a day. By 
resting, I bow to my creator’s 
design for me. I rest in the knowl- 
edge that an alert and energized 
mind will probably serve him bet- 
ter than one that is irritable and 
shaky. I can choose to sleep not 
just for myself, but for God’s 
glory. It can be an act of worship. 

I try (and often fail, but I do try) to 
structure my life in this way. If 
doing something will bring God 
glory, then it’s 4 good action to 
pursue. If it won’t serve him, then I 
shouldn’t do it. If more than one 
action can bring God glory, but it’s 
a mutually exclusive choice, then 
I’ve got options about how to wor- 
ship God in the moment. 

Writing this newspaper column 
is one such option. Rather than 
writing this, I could be doing other 
things in its place, and they could 
probably be God-honoring actions. 
But I think I’m bringing him glory 
pretty well through this one. Thus, 
I write. 

This is my twelfth, column, by 
the way. I’ve been writing to you 
for a year now. I believe it’s been a 
good way to serve God through my 
thoughts and my ability to write. If 
you’ve been serving God by delv- 
ing into the Pastor’s Column, 
bringing him glory through the act 
of reading and learning about him, 
then we’ve had ourselves a nice lit- 
tle church service. Thank you for 
worshipping with me. 

Let us give all that we are for the 
glory of God. Ever and always. 
Amen. 
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